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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

VINNIES CEO SLEEPOUT 2012 

Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [5.31 pm]: Tonight I want to tell members about a launch that I 

went to earlier in the day. However, before I get onto that important subject I want to enlighten members about, I 

want to talk briefly about another matter. I was out of the house during the earlier part of the day, but when I 

came back into the house, Hon Sally Talbot was speaking during opposition business and was making some 

references to an organisation call Habitat for Humanity. She seemed to be drawing some parallels to where else 

Habitat for Humanity—which is an organisation that now also exists in Australia—has built houses, and she said 

that was in Third World countries like Africa and left it at that. I am sure it was probably just because Hon Sally 

Talbot ran out of time that she was not able to put on the record exactly what Habitat for Humanity does. But I 

want to use a couple of minutes of my time to set the record straight for Hon Sally Talbot.  

Habitat for Humanity is a Christian housing ministry that was set up some years ago. Its operations are 

headquartered in Georgia in the United States of America. It has built 500 000 houses around the world, serving 

2.5 million people. Some of the countries in which Habitat for Housing has built houses, and which Hon Sally 

Talbot forgot to mention, are the United States of America, Canada, Malaysia, Singapore, France, Portugal, The 

Netherlands, Japan, South Korea, Great Britain, Northern Ireland, Germany, Switzerland, Argentina, Chile and 

Brazil. I can understand that Hon Sally Talbot probably did not have time to expand on that, but Habitat for 

Humanity is a worldwide organisation; it is not just in Australia or in Third World countries like Africa. In fact, 

Habitat for Humanity has been in Australia since 1998 building houses, and, yes, it is in Western Australia, and, 

yes, it has built one house in Western Australia. That house is in Seville Grove. It has yet to start its next build, I 

understand, but it is on the record here as having built one house. The other houses that it has built in Australia 

are located in other states. In Queensland, Habitat for Humanity has been helping flood victims to rebuild their 

houses, particularly those people who may not have had insurance during those disastrous floods, and in Victoria 

it has been helping people to rebuild their houses after the bushfires. So I just wanted to set the record straight 

for Habitat for Humanity—what a great organisation it is.  

What I actually want to speak about, though, is the launch that I attended this morning for the 2012 Vinnies CEO 

Sleepout, together with the chief executive officer of Burswood Entertainment Complex, Barry Felstead, and 

Mark Fitzpatrick, the chief executive of the St Vincent de Paul Society of Western Australia. The Vinnies CEO 

Sleepout will be taking place at the WACA on 21 June this year. As members may know, 21 June is the longest 

night of the year, so it is probably quite appropriate that that is the night that we will be going to the WACA for 

the sleep-out. 

I participated in the sleep-out for the first time last year, and I am happy to say that I will be participating again 

this year. The Vinnies CEO Sleepout takes place in all states and territories across Australia, and it is an 

awareness and fundraising event for St Vincent de Paul’s homelessness services. It is the third year that the event 

has taken place in Western Australia and the seventh year that it has taken place nationally. The event provides 

much-needed funding for the society’s services and ensures that it can continue the work that it does for 

homeless people. In WA we hope to have 120 business and community leaders take part in the Vinnies CEO 

Sleepout 2012. At the moment we have 50 registered to take part, but after today’s launch we are sure that quite 

a few more people will come on board. 

One of the purposes of my getting to my feet tonight is to issue the challenge to my fellow members in both this 

place and the other place to participate. Four members from the other place participated last year. I am sure that 

they will do it again this year. But I think that we could do a bit more than that and have a few more of us 

participating. In 2010, 99 chief executive officer sleep-out participants raised $474 000. Last year we had 104 

participants and raised over $615 000. So the idea is that this year we will have more CEOs and we want to raise 

more money. 

Previous CEO sleep-out participants include His Excellency the Governor of Western Australia Malcolm 

McCusker and Mrs Tonya McCusker. They were there last year. Andrew Forrest from the Fortescue Metals 

Group has participated. Barry Felstead has participated. Barry is the most amazing fundraiser. I think last year 

Barry’s target was about $47 000 on his own, which is a great tribute to him. He has great energy and 

enthusiasm, and he was certainly showing that today while we were at the launch. Other participants included 

Ray Wardrop from Channel 7; Elton Swarts from Western Australian Business News; James Pearson from the 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia; Anne Arnold from the Real Estate Institute of 

Western Australia; Suzanne Ardagh from the Australian Institute of Company Directors; Jeff Weber from 

Mermaid Marine Australia; John Poulsen from Squires Sanders; Andy Crane from the CBH Group; David Reed 
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from Reed Resources; and many, many more. So if members agree to come along and join us on that night, they 

will be in very esteemed company. 

Last year, it certainly opened my eyes to the plight of homeless people. I am sure that none of us in this place 

will ever experience real homelessness. Let us be honest about that—taking a piece of cardboard and a sleeping 

bag down to the Western Australian Cricket Association ground and having a cup of soup and a bread roll for 

dinner is never going to emulate completely what happens to people who are unfortunate enough to find 

themselves out on the streets. It happens to people in all walks of life. We heard from people who had been 

through that when we participated last year. It is a reminder to us that these things do go on in places such as 

Perth, but it is a way that we can give back as well by raising much-needed funds. 

There is a challenge out there for other members to join me if they want to. They can go on to the St Vinnies 

website and register there as a participant. I look forward to that. It will be after a sitting night, so we can go 

straight from Parliament. We can grab our sleeping bags, go down to the WACA, sleep the night there and raise 

some much-needed funds for Vinnies. If members do not want to do that part of it—if they feel that they might 

already have commitments on that night and they cannot quite make it down there—they are very, very welcome 

to donate to me. 

Hon Donna Faragher: Count me in. 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: Count you in; okay! If Hon Robin Chapple were here, he would be very proud of me; I am 

going to quote a website: www.ceosleepout.org.au. If members go to that website and follow the links to my 

page, they can donate to me, because I will certainly be down there on 21 June. 

I just want to go on the record to again congratulate Vinnies for the really wonderful work it does throughout 

Western Australia and Australia and, indeed, throughout the world. It is a great opportunity for us to get on 

board and support organisations such as this. So do not forget: www.ceosleepout.org.au—21 June. Thank you.  

 


